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TAGS: PINT, PFOR, AU 

SUBJECT: CARDINAL MINDSZENTY'S REMOVAL 
REE: VIENNA 1010 

1. CARDINAL MINDSZENTY ISSUED STATEMENT THE DAY 
AFTER HIS REMOVAL AS PRIMATE OE HUNGARY AND ARCH- 
BISHOP OF ESZTERGOM WAS ANNOUNCED SAYING THAT HE 
NEVER AGREED TO THIS DECISION WHICH WAS REACHED 
SOLELY BY THE HOLY SEE. REFERRING TO VATICAN'S 
FEBRUARY 5 ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING EREQUENT 
EXCHANGE OE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN HIMSELF AND 
POPE PAUL, MINDSZENTY MAINTAINED THAT "SOME HAD DRAWN 
FALSE CONCLUSION THAT HE CONCURRED IN THE VATICAN’S 
DECISION". 

2. MINDSZENTY SOUGHT TO JUSTIEY HIS REFUSAL TO 
RESIGN HIS POSTS VOLUNTARILY BY NOTING THAT NEITHER 
HUNGARY NOR THE CATHOLIC CHURCH THERE ARE NOT FREE: 
DIOCESE ADMINISTRATORS ARE CONTROLLED BY THE 
COMMUNIST REGIME; NO CHURCH LEADER FROM ARCH- 
BISHOP DOWN CAN ALTER COMPOSITION OF CHURCH 
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WHAT CHURCH POST AND HOW LONG HE SHALL SERVE; 

AND, DESPITE CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES EOR 
EREEDOM OF RELIGION AND CONSCIENCE, THEY ARE 
IN PRACTICE SUPPRESSED. 

3. ALLUDING TO GOH APPROVAL OE A NUMBER OF 
NEW BISHOPS, MINDSZENTY DEPRECATED THIS DECISION 
IN NOTING THAT UNLESS THE AEOREMENTIONED CIR- 
CUMSTANCES ARE RESOLVED ASSIGNMENTS OF NEW BISHOPS 
ARE VIRTUALLY USELESS. HUMES 
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